
Hartford Heritage Project Showcase

→ A Review of Activities and Engagement for Academic Year 2023-2024, CT State Community College Capital



In 2023-2024, 
Classes and 
Individuals from 
Capital experienced 
programming at…

Amistad Center for Art and 
Culture

CT Museum of Culture & 
History

Connecticut Landmarks 
(Isham Terry House)

Connecticut's Old State House

CT Science Center

Harriet Beecher Stowe Center

HartBeat Ensemble

Hartford Stage

Justice Dance Performance 
Project

Mark Twain House & Museum

SeaTea Improv

TheaterWorks Hartford

Wadsworth Atheneum & 
Auerbach Library



Total Engagement Numbers, Sept 2023 – May 2024

1,891 visits to museums and theaters and 

participation in HHP events/place-based 
learning by members of Capital's campus 
community in Academic Year 2023-2024

"To learn so much more about what has 

been so close is an enriching experience 

for me and I would like to say for some of 

my classmates. To think that Hartford had 

an important history after thinking that it 

was just some small quiet city with nothing 

sweet to offer. I have learned that there is 

an important historical side of where I live. 

Something that I would like to share with 

others if they are interested in it as I am."

-- Jarell Mcphoy, Capital Student



What students are saying...

"Before this, I didn’t know much about Hartford and the prominent figures who started 

their careers here. My mind was blank, and if you had asked me about my view of 

Hartford and/or Connecticut, I wouldn’t have had one. I had never taken the time to 

learn about Hartford, but after going on a field trip and learning about many great 

poets and artists who lived in Hartford, it’s truly amazing. I feel honored to be one of the 

many people who live in Hartford and represent it, as it’s truly an amazing place with a 

lot of history."

--Thaylees Werleman, Capital Student



What students are saying...

"What the field trip and the reading did for me was have a better understanding of the 

rich history that Hartford has. It puts me in a mind trip to sit down and reflect on the 

great history of this city. How so many brilliant minds used to walk the same streets we 

walk and work in the same building that we have access to. This also applies to other 

cities as well. The history of all these cities and places is so easily forgotten. It's really 

nice to look back and understand the complex history of any place."

--Muath Kassim, Capital Student



Place Based Courses…



Wadsworth Atheneum 
Museum of Art

335 people came in using Capital's membership

Of these...
• 153 people attended docent-guided tours
• 20 attended museum staff-guided tours
• 51 came in for professor-guided tours
• 25 tours over the 2023-24 academic year
• 66+ people came in using the institutional 

membership for individual admission



Connecticut's Old State House

TOTAL: 128 Capital Community Visitors, including

→ 21 students and 4 faculty staff as walk-in visitors

→ Five classroom visits/field trips for a total of 70 

students

→ And we hosted two semesters of Hamish Lutrus’ 

U.S. Government class – a total of 33 students

In addition, one current Capital student and two recent 

graduates work in visitor welcome and tours for the Old 

State House.



Nursing Workshops at the Wadsworth Atheneum the Isham Terry 
House (CT Landmarks)

Isham Terry House – 42 Nursing Students Wadsworth Atheneum –  97 Nursing Students



Amistad Center for Art & Culture - CT Museum of Culture & History – 
Harriet Beecher Stowe Center – Mark Twain House & Museum

CT Museum's Connecticut Bookshelf Exhibit -- two classes, 
3 walk-ins: 30 visits

Amistad Center: one class tour: 6 visits (under Wadsworth 
membership)

Stowe Center – archives and house tour (1 class); 
house tour (1 class), (6 indiv. ): 33 visits

Twain House – 43 students and 4 teachers over 4 
separate visits = 47 visits



With Hartford Stage

→ 332 students and 56 faculty attend a One Play 

performance – Pride and Prejudice and The Hot 

Wing King.

→ Meet the Actors events on Campus (80 students 

total)

→ Several classes also participated in workshops 

with a Hartford Stage teaching artist in 

preparation for seeing Pride and Prejudice.

→ 60 students and 20 faculty members purchased 

discounted tickets to other plays this season



With TheaterWorks 
Hartford

→ 256 students attended shows 

this past season

→ Talkbacks after the show

→ Closed the year out with a 

dedicated CCC matinee that 

included faculty and 

administrators as well as a 

pre-show reception in support 

of the college’s celebration of 

Latino Heritage.



With SeaTea Improv...
Student Talent Showcase – Improv and 
Musical Theater - May 9, 2024

→ 17 students performed

→ 2 courses showcased their work; Improvisation 

and Musical Theater Training I

→ 75 community members attended this free 

performance

→ SeaTea Director Julia Pistell taught THR 

1113 Improvisation, spring 2024



From HartBeat 
Ensemble



Hartford History Lectures with CT Democracy Center: CT’s Old 
State House

→ 3 Capital classes attended

→ 160 in-person attendance

→ 64 real-time online 

attendance

→ 842 views of recordings (as 

of May 22, 2024)



UNMUTING
With Justice Dance 
Performance Project and 
Center Church

→ Matinee performance:  38 

community members, 29 

Capital members

→ Evening performance: 55 

community members, 32 

Capital members



In partnership with Hartford Stage and Christ Cathedral – 
A Herencias Latinas Event

→ On Campus talk in Capital 

library: 60+ students, staff, 

and faculty

→ Reception at Christ 

Cathedral: 200+ people

→ Conversation at Hartford 

Stage: 200+ people, many of 

them students



Herencias Latinas with 
Omar Ayala Gonzalez

100+ students turned out for this 

lively workshop



With the Wadsworth Atheneum and 
Amistad Center for Art & Culture

→ 173 in person; 104 on zoom (30+ students)

→ Plus, Common Read conversation on Democracy 

in Black organized by the Pennington Lecture 

Faculty Taskforce and the DEI Committee/EDI 

Center (35 participants)



With Uconn’s Dodd 
Human Rights Impact 
Programs

30 participants from Capital, the Hartford 

community, UConn, and Trinity College



With Trinity College – 
The Liberal Arts Action Lab enrolls Trinity and Capital students to 
engage in research projects for Hartford community organizations



With…
Preservation CT, 
Center Church, 
CT’s Old State House, and 
Faith Congregational Church



What students are saying...

"For a place I grew up in thinking it was boring and nothing special, that 

exhibit was one of the few places that really made me change my mind on 

it. Our history is deep and we have so many influential people within our 

state’s history. I never knew Connecticut was so deep, and I probably 

wouldn’t have known if I didn’t take this class for which I am grateful for."

--Michael Drummer, Jr., Capital Student
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